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NOTE BY THE DEPARTMENT OF STATE

Pursuant to Public Law 89—497, approved July 8, 1966
(80 Stat. 271; 1 U.S.C. 113)—

“. . .the Treaties and Other International Acts Seties issued

under the authority of the Secretary of State shall be competent
evidence . . . of the treaties, international agreements other than
treaties, and proclamations by the President of such treaties and
international agreements other than treaties, as the case may be,
therein contained, in all the courts of law and equity and of maritime
jurisdiction, and in all the tribunals and public offices of the

United States, and of the several States, without any further proof
or authentication thereof.”



MOROCCO
Law Enforcement: Mutual Legal Assistance

Convention signed at Rabat October 17, 1983,

Transmitted by the President of the United States of America
to the Senate May 10, 1984 (Treaty Doc. 98-24,
98th Congress, 2d Session);

Reported favorably by the Senate Committee on Foreign Relations
June 19, 1984 (Senate Executive Report No. 98-35,
98" Congress, 2d Session);

Adyice and consent to ratification by the Senate
June 28, 1984,

Ratified by the President July 13, 1984,

Excchange of Diplomatic Notes at Washington and Rabat
April 24, 1985 and June 23, 1993;

Entered into force June 23, 1993.



CONVENTION
BETWEEN THE
UNITED STATES OF AMERICA
AND THE
KINGDOM OF MOROCCO
ON

MUTUAL ASSISTANCE IN CRIMINAL MATTERS

The Government of the United States of America
and

The Government of the Kingdom of Morocco

Desiring to maintain and to strengthen the longstanding
bonds which unite bothh countries and to undertake effective
mutual assistance in criminal matters,

Have agreed as follows:



ARTICLE 1

Scope of Application

(1) The Contracting States shall undertake, in accordance
with the provisions of this Convention, to provide mutual
assistance relating to investigations, proceedings, the taking
of testimony or statements of witnesses, and service of
documents.

(2) When one of the two Contracting States deems it
necessary to obtain information or documents needed for a
proceeding instituted against a person for acts punished or
prohibited in 1its territory, the other State shall provide
assistance, including but not limited to:

(a) taking the testimony of any person;

(b) providing documents;

(c) executing requests for searches and seizures, or
depositions, in accordance with the laws of the
Requested State;

(d) serving documents; or

(e) providing extracts of official records.

(3) This Convention 1is established solely for mutual
assistance between the law enforcement authorities of the

Contracting States.
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ARTICLE 2

Limitations on Compliance

(1) Mutual assistance may be denied:

(a) 1if execution of the request would prejudice the
security or public order of the Requested State
or would be contrary to its laws;

(b) 1if the request relates solely to violations of
military obligations; or

(¢) 1if the ‘request does not comply with the
provisions of this Convention.

(2) Before refusing the execution of any request pursuant
to this Article, the Requested State shall determine whether
assistance can be given subject to such conditioné as it deems
necessary. If the Requesting State accepts the assistance
subject to these conditions, it shall comply with said
conditions.

(3) If the execution of a request would interfere with an
ongoing investigation or 1legal proceeding in the Requested
State, execution may be postponed by that State, after it so
notifies the Requesting State.

(4) The Requested State shall promptly inform the
Requesting State of the reason for denying or postponing the

execution of a request.
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ARTICLE 3

Central Authorities

(1) A Central Authority shall be established by each
Contracting State.

(2) For the United States of America, the Central
Authority shall be the Attorney General or a person designated
by him. For the Kingdom of Morocco, the Central Authority
shall be the Minister of Justice or a person designated by him.

(3) Requests under this Convention shall be made byA the
Central Authority of the Requesting State to the Central

Authority of the Requested State.

ARTICLE 4

Contents of Requests for Mutual Assistance

(1) A request for assistance shall be submitted in writing
in the language of the Requested State.
(2) The request shall include the following:

(a) the name of the authority conducting the
investigation or proceeding to which the request
relates;

(b) the subject matter and nature of the
investigation or proceeding;

(¢) a description of the evidence or information
sought or the acts of assistance to be performed;
and

(d) the purpose for which the evidence, information,

or other assistance is sought.



(3) To the extent possible, a request shall contain all
available information on the identity, nationality, and address
of the person concerned as well as that person's relationship
to the proceeding and all other information which may be
brought to the attention of the Requested State to allow it to

execute the request.

ARTICLE 5

Execution of the Request

(1) The Central Authority of the Requested State shall
promptly comply with the request or, when appropriate, shall
transmit it to the authority having jurisdiction to do so. The
competent authorities of the Requested State shall do
everything in their power to execute requests.

(2) When execution of the request requires judicial or
administrative action, the request shall be presented to the
appropriate authority by the persons designated by the Central
Authority of the Requested State, at no cost to the Requesting
State.

(3) Requests shall be executed in accordance with the laws
of the Requested State. However, the method of execution
specified in the request shall be followed if the Central
Authority of the Requested State finds that it is not contrary

to its laws.



ARTICLE 6
The Requesting State shall, wupon application, pay or
reimburse the expenses relating to the execution of a request,

except in the case foreseen in paragraph (2) of Article 5.

ARTICLE 7

Confidentiality

(1) Except in cases where disclosure of evidence is
necessary during a judicial proceeding, the Requested State may
require that evidence be kept confidential.

(2) Withoﬁt the consent of the Requested State, the
Requesting State shall not use any evidence obtained under this

Convention for purposes other than those stated in the request.

ARTICLE 8
Testimony

(1) A person whose testimony 1is necessary shall be
compelled by subpoena, if necessary, to appear and testify or
produce documents, records, and articles to the same extent
required in 1investigations or proceedings in the Requested
State.

(2) 1If on the occasion of the testimony of a witness, the
witness asserts a claim of immunity, incapacity, or privilege
under the laws of the Requesting State, his testimony shall
nonetheless be taken and the claim made known to the Requesting

State.



(3) In order to permit the Requesting State to take all
measures useful on the occasion of the taking of the testimony
of the witness, the Requested State shall furnish, in advance,
upon application, information on the date and place of the
taking of testimony of the witness.

(4) During the execution of a request, the Requested State
shall authorize the presence of counsel, or of an accused
person, if confrontation of the accused with witnesses 1is
involved.

(5) The taking of testimony of a witness and the possible
confrontation of the accused with the witness shall be carried
out in accordance with the national laws applicable to the
matter. An attorney permitted to be present may, under the
supervision of the authority charged with execution of the

request, examine the witness whose testimony is sought.

ARTICLE 9

International Request to Appear

Upon request that a person in the Requested State appear
personally and testify in connection with a judicial proceeding
in the Requesting State, the Requested State shall ask such

person to appear and testify at such judicial proceeding.




Article 10

Safe Conduct

(1) No person requested to testify on the territory of the
Requesting State in accordance with the provisions of Article 9
and who agrees to do so shall be subject to suit or be detained
or subjected to any otner restriction of personal liberty by
reason of any acts which preceded his departure [rom the
Requested State.

(2) Safe conduct provided in this Article shall cease if,
ten days after the person appearing has been notified that his
presence is no longer required, that person being free to
leave, has not left the Requesting State or, having left the

Requesting State, has returned.

ARTICLE 11

Providing Records of Government Agencies

(1) The Requested State shall provide copies of publicly
available records of a government agency.

(2) Any nonpublic document in the possession of a
government agency of the Requested State may be provided to the
Requesting State to the same extent and wunder the same
conditions as it would be available to the law enforcement

authorities of the Requested State.
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ARTICLE 12

Confiscation of Narcotics-Related Assets

(1) The goods and assets heald by any person punishable
under laws relating to criminal narcotics matters shall be
seized from whomever may possess such goods and assets, in
accordance with the laws of the State on whose territory they
are found.

(2) The Central Authority of one State may notify the
Central Authority of the other State of the existence on its '
territory of goods and assets mentioned in paragraph (1), 1in
order to have them seized and subjected to possible forfeiture
in accordance with the applicable laws in force in said State.
The Central Authority of the Requested State shall take all
appropriate measures in order that these goods and assets shall
not be removed from or dissipated within its jurisdiction until
the Requesting State can complete its proceedings.

(3) For purposes of this Convention, criminal narcotics
matters shall include:

(a) intentionally committing any offense against the

laws relating to cultivation, production,
manufacture, extraction, preparation, custody,
possession, offering, offering for sale,

distribution, purchase, sale, delivery on any
terms whatsoever, brokerage, dispatch in transit,
transport, - importation, and exportation of
dangerous drugs as defined in the laws of each of

the two States; and



(b)

any act of conspiracy relating to the offenses
mentioned 1in subparagraph (a) above, including
any association of criminals, any supplying of
financial operations or services, together with
any legally punishable attempt to commit these

offenses.

ARTICLE 13

Search and Seizure

A request for search, seizure, or delivery of any article

to the Requesting State shall be executed if it includes the

information

justifying that action wunder the 1laws of the

Requested State.

(1)

The

to 1locate,

ARTICLE 14

Location of Persons

Requested State shall take all necessary measures

upon application of the Requesting State, all

persons who may be found in its territory.

(2)

The

Requested State shall communicate as soon as

possible the results of its inquiries to the Requested State.

pars
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ARTICLE 15

Serving Documents

(1) The Requested State shall cause service of any legal
document transmitted for this purpose by the Requesting State.

(2) Any request for the service of a document requiring
the appearance of a person before an authority in the
Requesting State shall be transmitted a reasonable time before

the scheduled appearance.

(3) The Requested State shall make known to the Requesting

State the measures taken to implement the request.

ARTICLE 16

Compatibility with Other Treaties and Domestic Laws

(1) Assistance and procedures provided by this Convention
shall not prevent either of the Contracting States from
applying the provisions of other international agreements to
which it may be a party as well as the provisions of its

national laws.
(2) No private party may invoke the provisions of this

Convention to exclude any evidence hereunder or to impede the

execution of a request.

RTICLE 17

Entry into Force

(1) This Convention shall enter into force on the date on
which the Contracting States notify each other, by an exchange
of notes, that they have complied with their respective
constitutional requirements..

(2) This Convention is indefinite in duration.

- 11 -




ARTICLE 138

Denunciation

Either Contracting State may terminate this Convention by
means of written notice to the other State. Termination ghall

take effect six monthis following the date of notification.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, the Plenipotentiaries, being duly
authorized, have signed this Convention.

Done in Rabat, the seventeenth day of October 1983 (10

Moharram 1404) in two original copies, in English and Arabic,

both being equally authentic.

FOR THE FOR THE

UNITED STATES OF AMERICA KINGDOM OF MOROCCO
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